
KAWO Executive Committee Agenda 
September 17, 2025 at 7:00 pm on ZOOM 
 
Present:  Noel Ocen, Quyen Edwards, Ellie Shenkar, Cameron Lockwood, Mel Luna, Mike 
Weis, Ilse Gebhard, Paul Laferriere, Beth Blackburn & Kathy McGoff. 
 
Absent:  Carole Offerman, Jessie Narda Davis, Jessica Hagen, Mike Klug, Ann Klobucar & 
Dave Wendling. 
 
1.   Call to order by President Noel Ocen at 7:09 
 
2.   Changes to Agenda were none. 
 
3.   Minutes from August 20, 2025 were discussed.  Motion to approve minutes made by Beth 
and seconded by Cameron.  Motion passed. 
 
4.  Treasurer's Report for July 2025 and August 2025 were discussed.  Motion to approve 
Treasurer's Report made by Beth and seconded by Cameron.  Motion passed. 
      Ellie mentioned Mail Chimp costs were higher.  Ellie and Beth will investigate higher Mail 
Chimp Costs. 
 
5.   Old Business 
          a.  Fall Plant Exchange had no report and removed from agenda. 
 
          b.  Complimentary Memberships has a second person to be considered.  Paul has 
recommended Karen Williams who has maintained Confections with Conventions     native 
gardens for about 13 years.  Noel requested Paul send her a paragraph about Karen and her 
contact information. 
 
          c.  Egle Complaint was updated by Quyen.  Quyen has spoken with original complaint.  
Mowing is still be done.  This item will be removed from agenda. 
 
          d.  Artwork will be sold by Silent Auction.  Quyen requested a page on website for Art's 
description and procedure of auction.  No financial transactions on website for this auction. 
 
          e.  Michigan Garden Club had no report and removed from agenda. 
 
6.   New Business 
         a.  Elections will have Beth doing the online balloting and Kathy helping with emails. 
         b.  Grant proposal - Noel wants guidelines for using Haas monies for non KAWO,  
non-profit native plants installations on public sites.  Paul has examine National Wild Ones Lori 
Otto Education Grant Program.  Paul thinks this grant application is too detailed.  Paul 
suggested Winter deadlines for spring plant ordering.  Paul volunteered to draft an application.  



Ellie's concerns about Haas monies is not generating good interest.  Noel suggested 
Certificates of Deposits.  Ellie will look into C.D. and other possibilities.  Ilse has a copy of Nancy 
Small Grant Application.  Beth mentioned that application is on a private page on website.  Ellie 
suggested Google Form for filling out application online.  Paul suggested instead of written 
application having an event for people to give 10 to 15 minute presentation to the board.  Noel 
hopes these grants can be expanded outside KAWO Caucasian base to having more diverse 
racial participants. 
 
7.   Reports of Committees 
               Programs had no report. 
               Outreach & Education had no report. 
               Monarch Group had no report 
               Hospitality - Kathy had no report. 
               Community Projects had no report. 
 
               Mentorship & Site Visits had Noel reporting that site visits this year was doubled from 
last year.  Noel is trying to involve her site visit participants to attend meetings and volunteer. 
 
               Publications had no report. 
 
8.   Announcements & Action Items 
 
Pints & Native Plants on September 18th at Brewery Outré at 567 East Ransom near Harrison 
at 7:00 pm. 
 
KVCC Class:  Seed Stewardship:  Hand Pollination and Seed Harvest on Saturday, September 
20th Food Innovation Center, 224 East Crosstown Parkway from 10am to 1pm.  Costs $40.00.  
Register at www.kvcc.edu/community. 
 
KVCC Honorable Harvest Lecture Series:  Connecting To Place Through Urban Foraging by 
Lea Sevigny on September 23rd in classroom 233, MJS Culinary & Allied Health Building, 418 
West Walnut from 6:30 to 7:30 pm.  No advance registration is needed. 
 
KAWO September Program:  Managing Invasive Plants in the Fall by Sara Huettman on 
September 24th at Portage District Library from 6:30 to 8:30pm. 
 
KVCC Class:  Gardening for Wildlife on Saturday, September 27th at Food Innovation Center, 
224 East Crosstown Parkway from 10 am to Noon.  Costs $30.00.  Register at 
www.kvcc.edu/community. 
 
KVCC Honorable Harvest Lecture Series:  Reconnecting: The Story of Michigan Waterways 
Through Indigenous Perspective by Tera John on September 30th in classroom 233, MJS 
Culinary & Allied Health Building, 418 West Walnut from 6:30 to 7:30 pm.    No advance 



registration is needed. 
 
9.   Motion to adjourn meeting made by Kathy and seconded by Mel.  Meeting adjourned at 
7:49. 
 
 
 


