
KAWO Executive Committee Agenda 
March 19th at 7:00 pm on ZOOM 
 
Present:  Beth Bradburn, Ilse Gebhard, Jessica Hagen, Haim Kenig, Ann Klobuchar, Paul 
Laferriere, Cameron Lockwood, Noel Ocen Carole Offerman, Paul Olexia, Margo Rebar, Ellie 
Shenker and Kathy McGoff. 
 
Absent:  Jessie Narda Davis, Quyen Edwards, Carol Klug, Mike Klug, Mel Luna, Mike Weis and 
Dave Wendling. 
 
1.   Call to order by President Noel Ocen at 7:01 pm. 
 
2.   Changes to Agenda a request by Margo Rebar to add site to Community Projects. 
 
3.   Approval for the minutes from February 19, 2025 was moved by Paul O. and seconded by 
Jessica.  The motion passed. 
 
4.  Approval for the Treasurer's Report for January 31, 2025 was moved by Paul O., seconded 
by Ann.  The motion passed.  Treasurer's Report for February 28, 2025 was moved by Beth and 
seconded by Paul O..   The motion passed. 
 
         a.  The Resignation of Treasurer Margo Rebar was accepted by the Executive Board. 
 
         b.  Paul O. made a motion to approve Ellie Shenker as interim Treasurer and seconded by 
Jessica.  The motion passed.  Ellie will fill the remaining time of Margo's term. An 
announcement will be made Seedlings about Ellie's appointment. 
 
5.   Old Business 
         a.  Update on Michigan Waterways Stewardship request for volunteers.  Mike Weis 
cancelled.  Beth and Margo have volunteered.  Mike Stout has requested additional help in fall 
for planting natives. 
 
         b.  Community Projects Site Stewardship Update.  Paul Laferriere has reached out to 
individuals and has set up meetings at sites.  Paul would like to speak at next week's program.  
Margo requested adding Prairieville Park as a shoreline restoration site.  Some funding and 
labor is available.  Paul accepted the new site with Margo as Site Supervisor.  Margo made a 
motion requesting $200.00 to purchase plants for Prairieville Park from KAWO budget, 
seconded by Beth.  The motion passed. 
 
         c.  Urban Bird Treaty Update.  Jessica said the first application was rejected.  Gail Walters 
is working on new application.  Jessica will send an email to the Executive Board about KAWO 
participant.  Jessica mentioned volunteers are needed with GIS mapping experience and for 
monitoring bird strikes on buildings. 



               
6.   New Business 
         a.  The Fall Plant Exchange will be held on September 7th at Crane Park for the first time.  
The Exchange is being planned jointly by Noel Ocen and Natalie Patchell of Crane Park.  
Natalie has directed the plantings at Crane for over 10 years.  During the KAWO Plant 
Exchange, Crane Park will have guided tours by Crane Park volunteers. 
 
         b.  The Kalamazoo River Watershed Council, Rotary of Kalamazoo, the City and County of 
Kalamazoo are hosting a River Cleanup on May 17, 2025 from 10 am to 2 pm.  Sign up at 
Kalamazoo River Watershed Council Website. 
 
         c.  During KAWO Educational Scholarship Program Proposal's discussion, Ellie had 
concerns about proposal language and tax liabilities.  Noel moved to table till April Executive 
Meeting and seconded by Ann.  The motion passed.  Ellie and Noel will modify language to 
avoid taxes. 
 
7.   Reports of Committees 
         a.  Membership - Claudia resigned.  Current Membership count is 273. 
 
         c.  Outreach & Education is working on Michigan Waterways Stewardship Invasive 
Removal and Earth Day Hike.  Jessica needs help for tabling at Bees for a Cause.  Jessica 
would like to speak at next week's program. 
 
         d.  Monarch Group is waiting for more information on Sarett workshop for Seedlings 
article. 
 
         f.   Mentorship & Site Visits is now at 5 visits for April.  Please repeat Seedlings' 
announcement.  Ann would like to speak at next week's program. 
 
         h.  Volunteers Chair Haim is working on dedicated email and email groups.  Haim will be 
collecting names at next week's program. 
 
9.    Announcements & Action Items 
 
        a.  Pints & Native Plants cancelled March 20, 2025. 
 
        b.  Mitch Lettow from SWMLC will talk about the Importance of Oak Trees on March 20, 
2025 at Third Christian Reformed Church 2400 Winchell Avenue from 7 to 9 pm. 
 
10.  Adjournment was at 8:06 called by Noel. 
 
 


