NATIVE WILDFLOWERS AND GRASSES FOR DAMP AND WET AREAS
IN SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN

Some wetland plants, e.g., Eupatorium perfoliatum (Common boneset), can be grown in average soil

if grown in partial shade and in soil containing considerable organic material. Others, e.g., Lobelia cardinalis
(cardinal flower), demand continuously wet soil or even standing water. Plants most demanding of
continuously wet conditions are indicated with an asterisk (*). Heights are approximate and depend to some
extent upon growing conditions.

SHORT PLANTS (3 ft. or under)

*Caltha palustris (Marsh marigold)

Carex comosa (Bristly sedge)

Carex lupulina (Common hop sedge)—also grows in shade.
Carex vulpinoidea (Fox sedge)

Gentian andrewsii (Bottle gentian)

Heuchera richardsonii (Prairie alumroot)

Hierchloe odorata (Sweetgrass)—aggressive.

Iris versicolor (Wild iris)

Iris virginica (Southern blue iris)

Juncus effusus (Soft-stemmed rush)--rush

*Mimulus ringens (Monkey flower)

Physostegia virginiana (Obedient plant)

Potentilla fruticosa (Shrubby cinquefoil) — shrub; grows in wet or dry soil.
Pycnanthemum virginianum (Mountain mint)

Senecio aureus (Golden ragwort)

Solidago ohioensis (Ohio goldenrod)

Zizia aurea (Golden Alexander)

MODERATELY TALL PLANTS (3-5 ft.)

Asclepias incarnata (Swamp milkweed)

Aster novae-angliae (New England aster)

Aster puniceus (Swamp aster)

Carex crinita (Fringed sedge)—also grows in shade.

Carex lacustris (Lake sedge)—also grows in shade.

Chelone glabra (Turtlehead)

Eupatorium perfoliatum (Common boneset)

Filipendula rubra (Queen-of-the-prairie)

Helenium autumnale (Sneezeweed)

*Hibiscus moscheutos (Swamp rose-mallow)—needs full sun.
Liatris spicata (Marsh blazing star)

*Lobelia cardinalis (Cardinal flower)

Lobelia siphilitica (Great blue lobelia)

Rosa palustris (Swamp rose)—shrub; sometimes taller, especially in partial shade.
*Scirpus cyperinus (Wool grass)

Spirea alba (Meadowsweet)— shrub.

Solidago patula (Swamp goldenrod) —may reach 6 ft.
Solidago riddellii (Riddell’s goldenrod)

Verbena hastata (Blue vervain)




TALL PLANTS (5 ft. and over)

Aster umbellatus (Flat-topped aster)

Eupatorium maculatum (Joe Pye weed)

Lilium michiganense (Michigan lily)

Spartina pectinata (Prairie cordgrass)

Vernonia fasiculata (Common ironweed)

VERY TALL PLANTS (6 ft. and over)

Angelica atropurpurea (Angelica)

Rudbeckia lacinata (Green-headed coneflower; Wild golden glow)
Silphium perfoliatum (Cup plant)

SHOWY PLANTS FOR THE SUNNY EDGE OF A NATURAL (OR WOULD-BE NATURAL)
POND OR LAKE

* Acorus calamus (Sweet-flag) —at very edge or in the water.

*Alisma plantago-aquatica (Water-plantain) —at very edge or in the water.
Aster puniceus (Swamp aster)

Angelica atropurpurea (Angelica)

Asclepias incarnata (Swamp milkweed)

Carex (Sedge) species listed earlier.

Cephalanthus occidentalis (Buttonbush)—shrub.

Chelone glabra (Turtlehead)

Eupatorium maculatum (Joe Pye weed)

Eupatorium perfoliatum (Common boneset)

Filipendula rubra (Queen of the Prairie)

*Hibiscus moscheutos (Swamp rose-mallow)

Juncus effusus (Soft-stemmed rush)

Iris versicolor (Wild iris)

Iris virginica (Southern blue iris)

Liatris spicata (Marsh blazing star)

*Lobelia cardinalis (Cardinal flower)

*Mimulus ringens (Monkey flower)

*Peltandra virginica (Arrow-arum)—at very edge or in the water.
*Pondetaria cordata (Pickerel weed)—in the water.

Potentilla fruticosa (Shrubby cinquefoil) — shrub.

*Sagittaria latifolia (Common arrowhead)—at very edge or in the water.
*Saururus cernuus (Lizard tail) —at very edge or in the water.

*Scirpus atrovirens (Dark green bulrush)

*Scirpus cyperinus (Woolgrass)

Solidago patula (Swamp goldenrod)

Solidago riddellii (Riddell’s goldenrod)

Spartina pectinata (Prairie cordgrass)—aggressive.

Spirea alba (Meadowsweet) — shrub; aggressive.

Verbena hastata (Blue vervain)

Vernonia fasciculata (Common ironweed) Nancy Small 8/2009
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